Reproductive skew in polygynous mating systems leads to variation in mating strategies, or the tactics within strategies, adopted by individual males. For example, variation in the timing of reproductive effort might reflect trade-offs between maximizing access to receptive females and minimizing interactions with competitors. For capital breeding grey seals, Halichoerus grypus, male mating success has been positively linked to total duration of tenure, but without differentiation of intraseasonal changes in reproductive effort. The aims of this study were to identify tactics within the tenured male strategy based on the timing of social dominance as a metric of reproductive effort, and to compare mating success across identified tactics. Our results confirm that duration of stay on the colony explained the most variation in mating success, but effect strength was reduced for tenures longer than 10 days. Additionally, there was evidence that timing of reproductive effort within a breeding season also contributed to observed variation in mating success. Males that maximized their dominance score at or after the peak in female attendance achieved greater mating success, relative to those who were dominant earlier in the breeding season. Males who timed their reproductive effort earlier in the season still achieved some mating success, but it was reduced. Individuals' tactics were flexible across years, and we found no evidence to support the hypotheses that timing of reproductive effort before or after the peak in female attendance was used by smaller tenured males, or to avoid conflict. These results highlight that understanding temporal scheduling of individual reproductive effort within a breeding season, relative to the availability of resources, constraints of fasting and intermale competition, is a key aspect to consider when differentiating individual tactics in long-lived, capital polygynous breeders.
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Mating patterns arise as a function of the spatial and temporal distribution of the limiting sex and the ability to monopolize mating opportunities (Emlen & Oring, 1977) . In polygynous mating systems, due to the increased conflict and competition for access to females, males often have exaggerated characteristics such as size (Carlini, Poljak, Daneri, Marquez, & Negrete, 2006; Crocker, Houser, & Webb, 2012; Jarman, 1983) , ornamentation (Brodsky, 1988; Sneddon, Huntingford, & Taylor, 1997) or behavioural displays (Clutton-Brock & Albon, 1979; Sanvito, Galimberti, & Miller, 2006) that enhance individual fitness. The high reproductive skew in these systems also selects for variation in the mating strategies adopted by individual males (Gross, 1996; Lidgard, Bowen, & Boness, 2012; Lifjeld et al., 2011; Shuster & Wade, 2003; Smith, 1982) .
In spatially and temporally discrete breeding systems, length of stay has been positively correlated with male reproductive success, and so the evolutionarily stable strategy is generally agreed to be 'come early, stay long' (Anderson & Fedak, 1985; Lidgard, Boness, Bowen, & McMillan, 2005; Nagy, Kn€ ornschild, Voigt, & Mayer, 2012; Smith & Price, 1973; Twiss, 1991) . Males adopting this strategy are typically referred to as 'dominant' or 'tenured' and gain the highest reproductive success (Boness & James, 1979; Ellis, 1995) . Alternatively, peripheral or 'transient' males unable to hold territories or maintain access to females may engage in scramble competition. In these cases, mating opportunities are gained through opportunistic sneaky copulations, or intercepting females (Franco-Trecu, Costa, Schramm, Tassino, & Inchausti, 2014; Huffard, Caldwell, & Boneka, 2008; Lidgard, Boness, Bowen, McMillan, & Fleischer, 2004; Meise, Piedrahita, Krüger, & Trillmich, 2014; Sandell & Liberg, 1992) .
Across both of these strategies, timing of arrival and reproductive effort for polygynous males can have implications for mating
